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Resource Materials

Guide to Packaging Category B Diagnostic § |
Q You can learn more about the packaging system and its components
by following these it i
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Publication:

« https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/news/phmsa-safety-advisory-transportation-covid-19-diagnostic-samples

e https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.qov/files/2020-
04/Transporting%20Infectious%20Substances%20Safely.pdf

Regulations: https://www.ecfr.gov
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https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=bc094da42132f5ebd984e99a544a97c3&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title49/49tab_02.tpl
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Background

“lo protect people and the environment by advancing the safe transportation of energy
‘and other hazardous malerials that are essential fo our daily lives.”




Human and animal specimen samples that are used to
test for severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2) should be classed and described as:

“UN3373, Biological substance,
Category B, 6.2”"
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Triple Packaging

DIAGRAM OF CATEGORY B PACKAGE

Primary Receptacle
Leakproof or Siftproof

Secondary Packaging ——9_
Leakproof or Siftproof

{e.g. Sealed Plastic Bag)

Absorbent Packing

{0 ,
- Infectious Substance
5
///)
" Material (For Liquids)

Rigid Outer ——{ " g, Sica
Packaging CatEQO Nce

Name and Telephone
% >l Number of a Person
% Responsible.
(This Information
/ May Instead be Provided
Package Marking

on a Written Document
\/ Such as an Air Waybill)




Triple Packaging

CROSS SECTION OF CLOSED PACKAGE

Primary Receptacle
Leakproof or Siftproof

. Secondary Packaging

Rigid Outer —p Leakproof or Siftproof
Packaging (e.g. Sealed Plastic Bag
or Other Intermediate
Packaging)
Cl;ﬂsinlgr?;?g - Absorbent
Material

Regulatory reference: 49 CFR, 173.199

sportation of energy g
aily lives.”
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Package Capability Requirements

e MUST be capable of passing
the drop test at a drop height
of at least 1.2 meters (3.9 feet).

« MUST be no leakage from the
primary receptacle, which
MUST remain protected by
the absorbent material in the
secondary packaging —when
required.

Regulatory reference: 49 CFR, 178.609 (d)

ncing the safe transportation of energy
e essential fo our daily lives.”




Alr Packaging

The primary receptacle or the
secondary packaging must be
capable of preventing leak by
withstanding an internal
pressure of not less that 95kPa
(0.95 bar, 14 psi).

transportation of energy
ur daily lives.”




Liquid Category B, infectious substance

Inner Package
maximum guantity = may not exceed 1 L (34 ounces)

Outer Packaging

maximum guantity = may not exceed 4 L (1 gallon)
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Solid Category B, infectious substance

Outer Packaging

maximum quantity = may not exceed 4 kg (8.8 Ibs)

NOTE: Does not apply to ice, dry ice or liquid nitrogen when used to
maintain integrity of the sample
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Required Markings

UN3373

100 mm
or
3.9inches

Biological substances,
Category B

Printed at least 6mm or .24 inches
in height

Regulatory reference: 49 CFR, 173.199 (a) 4-5




Emergency Response Information

Regulatory reference: 49 CFR, 173.199 (a) (7)
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Regulatory reference: 49 CFR, 173.199
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Overpack Markings
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Closure Instructions

COVID-19 Collection and
Shipping to Diagnostic Laboratory

Shipping guidance and packing materials for samples being tested at Diagnostic Laboratory

I Collection of Specimen | Check expiration dlata of all Kt components hafore collecting sample.

Collect appropriate sample for type of swah received

Nasopharyngeal Swab: A dry-tip swab is inserted into one or both nostrils to the NP ar
pressed against the nasal wall. Allow a moment to absorb secretions. Rotate the swab
Place in transport medium. Break off shaft and cap tube.

times and withdraw.

Nasal Swab: Insert a dry swab into the lower aspect of the nostril under direct vision u
external orifice. The swab is then placed in the gutter below the inferiar turhinate and allo
moment to absorh secretions. Rotate the swab gently over the turbinate s face 2 or 3 times.
and withdraw. Place in transport medium. Break off shaft and cap tuba

Throat Swab: Depress the tongue with tongue blade and repgéie a pharynxin an up and
down motion. Place swab in transport medium. Break off shaft a

Storage and Shipment Temperaturesy)|

Before collection store media at 5°-25°C
Store refrigerated until shipping 2°-8°C
Ship ambient 20°-25°C

Break off suab into Place tube inside Put requisition inside pouch
wransport media bag with abserbent en bichazard bag

Close bux, check for proper LIAZMAT
marking, name, phone number and
attach shipping label

Place contents in o,
ensuring snug fit

Refer to 49CFR 173.199 for current regulations on packaging and shipping of Category B infectious substances

Regulatory reference: 49 CFR, 173.199 (a) 10
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« The HMR contain some exceptions
from the requirements described above
for Category B infectious substances.

 The Shipper iIs responsible for
determining If an exception is relevant
and complying with the provisions
contained In the exception.

Regulatory reference: 49 CFR, 173.6 (a) (4) and 173.134 (b) a_d (c)

-advancing the safe i nsportation of energy 1 g —ﬂ
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For additional information contact:

The Hazardous Materials Info Center
1-800-HMR-4922

(1-800-467-4922)
E-mail: infocntr@dot.gov
https://www.phmsa.dot.gov

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
Outreach, Engagement and Grants Division
East building, 2" Floor
1200 New lJersey Ave., SE

| cHEck | Washington DC 20590
__f"— st E-mail: training@dot.gov
hiding in your package? il 202.366.4900

202.366.7342 (Fax)

U.S. Department of Transportation

“To protect people and the environment by advancing the safe fransportation of energy
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials and other hazardous materials that are essential to our daily lives.”
Safety Administration
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Questions Moving Forward

Regional
Hazardous Materials Safety Assistance Team
(HMSAT)

Neal Suchak (Central Region) Mike Roberts (Southwest Region)

 Neal.Suchak@dot.gov « Michael.L.Roberts@dot.gov
- OH, IN, IL, MI, MN, WI, IA, NE, KS, MO, ND, « LA AR, OK, TX, NM

SD
Dan Richards (Central Region) Jack Whitley (Western Region)

» Daniel.Richards@dot.gov - Earl. Whitley@dot.gov
- OH, IN, IL, MI, MN, WI, IA, NE, KS, MO, ND,

« AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY

SD Dave Williamson (Eastern Region)
Liz LaDow (SOUthern Region) » David.Williamson@dot.gov
» Elizabeth.Ladow@dot.gov - CT, DE, DC, ME, MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI,
« NG, SC, GA, FL, AL, MS, TN, KY, PR VT, VA, WV

ent by advancing the safe transportation of energy
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